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GOOD TO KNOW – NOVEMBER 2015 
 

84th INTERNATIONAL F.I.C.C. RALLY IN PONTE DE LIMA /PORTUGAL 
from 29 July to 7 August 2016 

 
Museu dos Terceiros 
The Museu dos Terceiros was opened in the 1970s following restoration work carried out on the 
parish church of Ponte de Lima and the cramped space previously available for exhibiting its 
valuable religious art collections.   
The “Instituto Limiano“, a not-for-profit cultural association founded in January 1975, is housed in the 
former monastery complex of Santo Antonio dos Frades, its church and other neighbouring buildings 
belonging to the Terceira Order of St. Frances. This important architectural complex was founded in 
the 15C and comprises two churches, adjacent buildings (former sacristy etc.), cloisters and 
gardens. Over the centuries it has sustained a number of changes, the latest as recently as the 20C. 
Inside one finds a mix that embraces mediaeval art, plain and beautifully intricate Baroque pieces 
from the Order of St. Francis. 
The collection consists mainly of sculptures dating back to the 18C, but there are also a few pieces 
from the Middles Ages.  In addition there is a permanent exhibition of paintings and gold work. 
In 2002 a decision was taken by the Instituto Limiano and the city fathers to administer the complex 
jointly, carry out the necessary restoration work and make the whole accessible to the public. After 5 
years of restoration work the Museu do Terceiros is now a very interesting and much visited 
location. 
 
Horse show 
There is a great tradition of horseriding in the Ponte de Lima region and its horse show is 
undoubtedly the largest event of its kind in the north of Portugal. Thoroughbreds from many different 
regions and well-known riders frequent this event that transforms the exhibition site on the banks of 
the Lima river into an immense arena and riding stables. Every year at the end of June or in early 
July special events and shows are held in Ponte de Lima, quite a new venture in the northern part of 
the country.  
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BRAGA 

Photo: Monique Eiffling 
 

The city of Braga has a population of about 180,000.  In Roman times it was called “Bracara 
Augusta“. The fountain dating back to pagan times, the Roman baths and the archeological museum 
testify to its long history.  Braga’s cathedral is the oldest surviving church in Portugal and the city is 
famous for its countless Baroque palaces and monuments.  It has a pedestrian zone so that one can 
stand back and admire these magnificent structures.  The interiors of its many churches and palaces 
are typically decorated with woodcarvings and gilded wood.  It is a vibrant, up-and-coming city with 
lots of shops and good restaurants, a university (Universidade do Minho) and university campus, a 
campsite, railway station and bus station, a library, theatre, hospital, pilgrim centre and youth hostel.  
The football stadium and market in the Caranda quarter are recent additions, both designed by the 
architect Souto Moura. The city’s main festivals are Carnival week and the Feast of St. John.  
 

 
 

PORTO 
Photo: Monique Eiffling 

 
Some pratical information 
Booking fee: Adults (18+)  €120 – Young people (12-17 years) €60 – Children up to 11 years old, 
free of charge 
Electricity (6 Amps): €35 per unit (tent, caravan, motorcaravan) 
Camping Pass: €75 (This amount is payable by participants staying in hotels, B&B, youth hostels 
etc. and who wish to go to the rally site and attend the entertainment program.) 
A supplementary charge of 20% will be added for bookings received by the organiser after May 10, 
2016. 
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Further nformation under www.ficc2016.com 
Rally bookings can be made from 29 July 2015 onwards. 
 

------------- 
 

85th INTERNATIONALE F.I.C.C. Rally from 17 to 26 May 2017  
in Datça in western Turkey 

 
 

 
 
Handicrafts and souvenirs in Datça  
The favourite and certainly the best value in handicrafts in Datça is “igne oyasi“ (needle lace).  
Silkworms are farmed in the country and produce the silk thread that is spun to the required 
thickness depending on the requirements of the embroiderers. This thread is then used to decorate 
and embroider all manner of garments from shawls to dresses and even bed linen and table linen.  
One can find examples of “igne oyasi“ in specialist shops or in the Saturday market. Sometimes you 
can make direct purchases from local people in the town. 
The women of the town also weave items out of wool, linen and cotton as well as kelim rugs on 
manually-operated looms. With the backing of the local authorities, Datça has established another 
handicraft: small amulets or charms that are on sale in Datça and the surrounding villages. 
 

    
Aktur Camping in Datça 
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86th INTERNATIONAL F.I.C.C. RALLY from 30 September to 9 October 
2017 in Jhinshan /Taiwan 

 

 
 
 More information will be published as soon as it is available.  
 

 
 

 

 
 

The 66th International F.I.C.C. Youth Rally will be held in Zeewolde, the Netherlands 
over Easter 2016 
 
F.I.C.C.’s young people will be holding their annual rally from 24 to 28 March 2016 at the 
Erkemederstrand campsite in Zeewolde. The booking fee is €60 per person (four nights’ stay, one 
communal meal, an excursion to Utrecht, evening entertainment with campfire). All young people 
between 14 and 30 years of age will be most welcome at this event.  
 
Bookings can be made already. Information www.youthrally2016.nl and www.youthrally2016.nl 
 

------------- 
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87th INTERNATIONAL  F.I.C.C. RALLY from 27 July to 4 August 2018 
 in Berlin/Germany 

 
Explore the region with the Deutscher Camping-Club  
 
Of course there is nothing concrete to report yet on plans for the 
F.I.C.C. Rally 2018 (27.7 – 4.8.2018).  But the region and Paaren im 
Glien itself, that first rated a mention in local Schönwalde-Glien 
history in 1412, is in an interesting area with a variety of worthwhile 
excursions round and about, some of which the DCC has already 
earmarked for the rally programme. 
 
 

 
 

 
There is a theme park nearby with a working dairy and a 35,000 sq.m. show garden.  
Products typical of the Havel region are made i in in the working dairy while the the show garden 
has some 40  40 old varieties of potato and 300 or more herbs  
which will delight nature and gardening enthusiasts.  There is something for everyone not  not 
forgetting that Berlin and its environs is are but a cycle ride away.   
Cycling is in fact an ideal way to to visit the area and the Havelland cycle track (Photo: 
Ulamm/Wikipedia) passes straight through the Schönwalde municipality and Paaren im Glien. Or 
there is the ”Berlin Wall Cycle Trail“ that is split up into 14 signposted sections of between 7 and 21 
kms with starting points easily accessible by public transport.  
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For 160 kms this trail traces the old frontier between the GDR and West Berlin and for the most part 
follows the former patrol road used by customs officers in West Berlin or that used by GDR border 
control convoys.  
In Paaren im Glien itself one can visit the “Stägehaus“, the oldest house in the town. It is on the 
village green and is within easy reach of the rally site.  The house dating back to 1678 was built in 
contemporary Havelland style using timber and clay bricks.  
The village’s evangelical church is also worth a visit. Built in 1866 in neo-Gothic style, its interior 
décor and furnishings date from the same period.  (Photo: M. Rzadkowski/Wikipedia) 
 

    
 
Berlin most certainly figures prominently in DCC’s programme of excursions. (Photo: Nicolaiviertel, 
Free-Fotos-Berlin.de). One can for example take a walk through the formerly divided city: even if it is 
reunited now, you can still find pockets which vividly evoke its troubles past.  For example, the Wall 
Museum at Checkpoint Charlie, one of the former crossing points reserved for foreigners, diplomats 
and members of the allied forces. Or perhaps our visitors will begin their tour at the Memorial for 
Victims of the Wall in Bernauer Street which dramatically highlights the consequences of building 
the wall for many the city’s inhabitants. There is a lot to see and we will of course be presenting a 
whole host of other tours and excursions.  Our visitors can also make use of the city’s sight-seeing 
tours to explore our country’s capital.  
There are also plans for excursions to Dresden and the Spreewald, where, in addition to sampling 
the famous local gherkins, our visitors will come across a whole host of customs and traditions that 
the local people will display with great enthusiasm.  
 
This preliminary introduction naturally only gives an idea of the many possibilities that await campers 
who come to the 87th F.I.C.C. Rally in the region. The region is truly worth the visit – that much is 
already obvious!  
Further info under www.ficcrallye2018.de.  
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MISCELLANEOUS 

 
Belgium: The first steam trains in the world (and on the continent of Europe) started to operate 
a service between Brussels and Mechelen/Malines on 5 May 1835. By 1840 Ghent, Bruges, 
Ostend, Antwerp, Mechelen, Brussels and Liège were also connected by rail.  
 
In 2003, Belgium and Italy were the first countries in the world to introduce electronic identity 
cards. Belgium was also the first country in Europe to provide everyone of its citizens with an 
electronic ID card.  
 
After the Netherlands and Japan, Belgium has the world’s third highest density of vehicles per 
square kilometre. Also, nowhere else in the world does one find such dense road and rail 
networks as in Belgium.  
 
Antwerp’s “Torengebouw“ constructed in 1928 was Europe’s first skyscraper. 
 
The world’s fastest car, the Vertigo, that can go from 0 to 100 km/h in 3.266 seconds, is Belgian. 
 
Brussels’ “Galeries St Hubert“ is the oldest commercial centre in Europe. It was first opened in 
1847.  
 
 
A mistake when filling up? So don’t turn on the ignition! 
It can happen to anyone: you don’t notice that you picked up the wrong pump to fill up your car.  
Suddenly you realise that you are pouring petrol into your tank instead of diesel. If the vehicle starts 
at all, you will be faced with a seriously big bill to repair the damage to your engine.   
So what should you do if you “misfuel“? 
Basically, if you find out in time and haven’t started your car, to be on the safe side you should have 
the wrong fuel pumped out straight away. 
But many drivers don’t realise their mistake and turn on the ignition, so they willbe faced with a large 
bill amounting to several thousand euros to repair the damage.  If you start up a modern diesel 
engine after filling up with petrol, you will usually need to have the low and high-pressure fuel 
pumps, injectors, fuel rail, line filters and the fuel tank replaced. 
Older vehicles with gasoline direct injection can often be driven a short distance on petrol.  But one 
should seek professional assistance as quickly as possible.  
However if you have a modern common rail diesel vehicle built since 2000, make sure you keep 
your fingers off the ignition key once you realise that you have filled up with petrol instead of diesel: 
petrol acts as a solvent and prevents the lubricating action that diesel fuel delivers. 
If the opposite happens and a petrol driven car is filled up with diesel, the professionals advise 
stopping the vehicle as quickly as possible to prevent damage to the fuel injection system. 
Your motor vehicle insurance does not cover misfuelling because this comes under the heading of 
negligence on the part of the insured person. 
Source: Camping, Cars & Caravans 
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CAMPING, CARAVANNING, MOTORCARAVANNING 

 
Caravanning – Safe and environmentally friendly for holidays, leisure vehicles score 

extremely well in terms of road safety and their carbon footprint 
 

Carbon footprint 
Topics such as safety and ecologically sustainable travel are in the forefront of our minds 
during the holiday season. A study by the Bundesanstalt für Straßenwesen (BASt) (Federal 
Institute for Roads) has confirmed that leisure vehicles have an excellent record when it 
comes to road safety. In addition, for the second time, the Darmstadt Institute of Ecology has 
acknowledged that caravanning holidays are very good news for the environment and global 
warming. 
The important issue of safety is an area that the manufacturers of caravans and 
motorcaravans have been addressing since time immemorial.  The result has been the regular 
emergence of new systems that make driving leisure vehicles much safer. That these efforts 
have paid off is illustrated in a 10-year study carried out by the Federal Institute for Roads 
(BASt).  This has once again shown that motorcaravans and car-caravan outfits are among 
the safest road-users. Statistics prove that caravans and motorcaravans have always 
accounted for less than 0.3% of road accident victims. In addition the study shows that injuries 
among road accident casualties involving leisure vehicles are falling more rapidly than is the 
case with passenger cars. It also shows that, mile for mile, compared with motorcaravans, 
performance-related risks are more than double when driving passenger cars. 
 
The use of lightweight materials and aerodynamic design are some of the foresighted 
measures that the caravanning industry has already introduced thereby making its contribution 
to protecting the environment. The Darmstadt Institute of Ecology has confirmed for the 
second time that caravanning is far better for the environment than long-haul travel and 
cruising.  
 
”Caravanning combines a number of positive points: this type of holiday promises an intense 
back-to-nature experience while being safe, sustainable and climate-friendly. Our consumer 
portal www.caravaning-info.de picks up on all of the important points and provides a number of 
useful tips for mobile holidays”, say Hans-Karl Sternberg, the managing director of CIVD 
(Caravaning Industrie Verband e.V. - German Caravan Industry Federation. 
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Driving your caravan in Austria 
Anyone who is planning a caravan holiday in Austria needs to know about the Austrian toll system.  
 
Vignette/sticker: This applies to private cars, motorbikes and light caravans i.e. any vehicle up to 
3.5 tonnes maximum permissible weight. One can purchase the toll sticker in any one of the 
country’s 6,000 or so outlets (filling stations, tobacconists, automobile clubs, or ASFINAG tollgates).  
The cost depends on the duration of the sticker – 10-day, 2-month or annual vignette. 
asfinag.at/maut/vignette 
 
GO-Box : This is for vehicles over 3.5 tonnes maximum permissible weight i.e. all HGVs, buses and 
heavy motor homes, for which a mileage-based toll applies on the road network operated by 
ASFINAG. A GO box can be purchased from any GO outlets (filling stations, service areas, 
ASFINAG tollgates) and must be fixed on to the windscreen. The toll will depend on the number of 
axles, the distance travelled and the EURO emission class of the vehicle.  go-maut.at 
 
The EURO emission class certificate in Austria for vehicles over 3.5 tonnes: If your vehicle is 
in EURO Emission Class IV or higher, you must send the relevant Emission Class document to 
ASFINAG within 14 days. You can supply ASFINAG with the necessary details before the start of 
your journey and finalise details on the spot at the GO outlet of your choice. 
 
Better customer service provided at premium outlets: You will get your GO box very quickly at 
premium outlets and the service there includes storage of the correct toll data. If you have your 
documents with you, the premium outlet staff will forward them direct to ASFINAG. You don’t have 
to do anything about forwarding the documents yourself and can continue your journey without 
delay. 
You will find details of all of the premium outlets on go-maut.at 
Source: Camping-DCC (D) 
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INTERESTING SNIPPETS FROM OUR MEMBERS 
 
Confedercampeggio/Italy 
F.I.C.C. President, Joao Alves Pereira, was made an Honorary Member of Confedercampeggio at 
the Italian Federation’s meeting in Parma on 29 August 2015. 
 

 
 
ACTITALIA also honoured F.I.C.C. President, Joao Alves Pereira, with an entry in the Federation’s 
Gold Book.  
 

------------------ 
 
The Deutscher Camping Club honoured two trading companies with DCC’s Seal of Confidence 
during the Düsseldorf Caravan Salon. One was a car dealership and the other a camping centre.  
The award was made by the club’s Board of Directors. DCC’s Seal of Confidence is an annual 
award that has been made regularly since 1994 in recognition of outstanding performance by 
commercial undertakings in the sector.  
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IN MEMORIAM 
 

In September, Mr Rafael Bonanda Puigferrer, President of Federacio Catalana de Clubs 
Campistes/Spain, died suddenly and unexpectedly. 
Mr Bonanda Puigferrer was a well-known figure within the Spanish camping organisations and has 
represented his federation many times at F.I.C.C. Rallies. 
We express our sincere condolences to both the federation and his family. 
 

__________ 
 

 
 
On October 3 of this month, family and friends had to say goodbye to Willy "Wim" De Groot, 
Honorary President of Vlaamse Kampeertoeristen (VKT/VKCF)/Belgium.  
Wim De Groot was an active and dedicated member of several clubs (culture, senior, hiking and 
omnisport) and an enthusiastic camper who has represented his club many times at F.I.C.C. Rallies 
and during General Assemblies. 
We present our deep sympathy to his spouse Lydia as well as to his family and friends. 
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WE HAVE PLEASURE IN PRESENTING: SPAIN 
 

Unio Caravanista de Catalunya (UCC) 

 
 

Unio Caravanista de Catalunya (UCC) 

On 8 December 1972, a number of camping families who were friends met up at the Esponellà 
campsite with a view to setting up an association. A constitutional assembly was convened on 25 
February 1974 and the “Caravaning Club of Barcelona“ was born. Mr. Emili Freixa Boda, member 
no. 1, the spiritual father, founder and active member, was elected President.  

In the same year (1974), the club took part in a national rally, the “Acampada Nacional de la FECC“ 
in Aranjuez where they requested membership of the Spanish Camping and Caravanning 
Federation. Although they were by far the largest association numbers-wise in Spain at the time, for 
unknown reasons the membership application was turned down at that national assembly. Special 
arrangements were made and the members were allowed to attend the International F.I.C.C. Rally 
that year, which was held in Czechoslovakia. 

In accordance with F.I.C.C. statutes and despite the failure to become a member of the Spanish 
federation, the club was however allowed to send a delegate to the F.I.C.C. General Assembly held 
during the 36th International F.I.C.C. Rally 1975 in Santo André (Portugal). This gave the club the 
opportunity to apply for membership of F.I.C.C. which was granted, provisionally, for a period of 2 
years, i.e. until the club finally became member of FECC. 

In February 1981, when the association had over 4,000 camping members, the original title was 
changed to Unio Caravanista de Catalunya, given that about 50% of members came from Catalonia, 
but not necessarily from Barcelona. Emili Freixa Boda retained the office of President.   

Mr. Anton Palanques Mora was elected President in 1982 while Mr. Freixa Boda became President 
of FECC. That year the Spanish federation hosted the 43rd International F.I.C.C. Rally in Vilopriou-
Girona for which the club undertook practically all of the preparations and picked up the costs.  

In 1989 Mr. Freixa Boda stood down as President of FECC and became Chairman of UCC once 
more. With the arrival of the new President of the Spanish federation, attacks on the club and 
differences of opinion re-surfaced. So the club decided to resign from FECC in 1992 and apply for 
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separate membership of F.I.C.C. The membership application was approved by the General 
Assembly in Bromont (Canada) and the club has been an active member of F.I.C.C. ever since. 

Mrs. Carme Capdet Huerba was elected as new President in 1996, an office that she still holds 
today. 

The bid to host the F.I.C.C. rally in 2001 was not successful, however the association did organise 
the 67th International F.I.C.C. Rally 2003 in Montmelo (Catalonia) under the experienced leadership 
of Mr. Freixa Boda. Despite the unusually intense heat, participants were happy with the 
arrangements. The work of the volunteers – and on the part of F.I.C.C. too – was greatly 
appreciated.  

Unio Caravanista de Catalunya has three separate divisions: Caravaning Club del Bages, 
Caravaning Club de Tarragona and Caravaning Club del Vallès which together comprise the 
association. 

UCC offers the following activities to its members: camping rallies, motorcaravan groups, cycle 
tours, ski groups, hiking, cross-country vehicle outings, bowling, cultural events. 

The association has its own campsite “Emili Freixa“ – www.uccat.com - with parking space for 
caravans and motorcaravans that is open to the general public.  

 

Federacion Espanola de Clubes Campistas (FECC) 

 
 
The FECC is a constituent member of the F.I.C.C., approved by the Council on 10th March 1967. It 
may also become affiliated to any national and international camping organizations for cultural, 
ecological or tourist purposes. 
The FECC is an open grouping of associations whose activities include sport, culture and tourism.  It 
is totally apolitical and may not become involved in religious, philosophical or racial matters.  It has 
limited legal liability under Spanish Law, and is a non-profit-making organization. 
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The FECC was founded in 1957 and approved by a Ministerial Act on the 11th July of that year. 
Historically speaking, the original name of the Federation was “Asociación Española de Camping y 
Caravaning y del Comité de la Federación Española de Montañismo”, which means that it was 
originally involved in camping, caravanning and mountaineering. On 29th July 1965 the name 
changed to “Federación Española de Camping y Caravaning”, because it was decided to separate 
the activity of mountaineering. Finally, at an Extraordinary General Assembly held on the 13th April  
 
2000 it was decided to adopt the actual name (FECC) Federación Española de Clubes Campistas 
which remains to this day. 
 
The objective of the FECC is to unite, at national level, associations and their affiliated societies and 
clubs, excluding organizations of a commercial type and any others that have a political, racial or 
xenophobic tone in their statutes or are in anyway unconstitutional. It also aims to coordinate and 
assist in any matters concerning camping and caravanning, representing all camping organizations 
nationally and internationally, resolving any dispute that may arise between clubs within its 
jurisdiction, but without interfering with the clubs´ statutes. In addition it aims to develop friendship 
among its members, an awareness of the need to protect the environment and instill a love of nature 
which is the basis of camping. 
 
The Federación Española de Clubes Campistas (FECC) promotes the spread and practice of 
camping in all parts of Spain. It directs its efforts towards creating clubs and associations, and 
promoting their activities. 
 
The FECC also encourages the use of the Camping Card International and obliges all of its 
associated campsites liable to welcome those members carrying the CCI. 
 

Federacio Catalana de Clubs Campistes (F.C.C.C.) 

 

The Catalan Camping Club Federation was founded in 1994 and represents the seven largest 
Catalan camping clubs in Catalonia: 
 
• Camping Caravaning Club de Catalunja 
• Unio Caravanista de Catalunya 
• Caravaning Club d’Osona 
• Club Campistes Lleida 
• Associacio Caravanist del Bages 
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• Club Caravaning la Garrotxa 
• Club Caravaning  Vallès Oriental 

 Its headquarters are in the town of L’Hospitalet de Llobregat.  

F.C.C.C.  is a not-for-profit federation with two specific aims/objectives: 

- To promote the identity of Catalan camping at national and international level; 

- To publicise the cultural wealth of the country. 

In addition F.C.C.C. organises national camping rallies in Catalonia specifically to bring clubs 
together, its clubs participate in camping rallies organised by Spanish clubs and in international 
rallies, especially those organised by F.I.C.C., as well as participating in the Lily of the Valley rallies 
(French-Catalan joint venture).   

The Federation checks the publication of, and changes (if there are any) to European camping 
guides in the Catalan language.  

It gathers information and keeps a watchful eye on the legal arrangements that govern the world of 
the camping. 

Publicises and encourages the use of the Camping Card International (CCI) and supplies campsites 
with helpful information. 

There are around 4,000 camping families in Catalonia, 25% of whom camp the whole year round. 

 

Federacion Espanola de Asociaciones Autocaravanistas  

 

 

 

Unfortunately we have not received an article from this Spanish member. 
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FAIRS & EXHIBITIONS 
 
Germany:  
CMT 16.01 – 24.01.2016, in Stuttgart 
Caravan & Camping 03.02 – 07.02.2016, in Hannover 
Reise + Camping 24.02 – 28.02.2016, in Essen 
Caravan Salon Düsseldorf 29.08 – 6.09.2016, in Düsseldorf 
 
France:  
Salon Mondial du Tourisme, 17.03. -  20.03. 2016, in Paris 
 
Salon des Véhicules de Loisir, 28.09. - 04.10. 2016, in Paris-Le Bourget 
SETT, 03.11. - 05.11. 2016, in Montpellier 
 
The Netherlands:  
Caravana, 21.01 – 26.01, in Leeuwarden 
Kampeer en Caravan Jaarbeurs, 14.10 – 18.10.2016, in Utrecht 
 
Switzerland: Suisse Caravan Salon, 22.10. - 26.10. 2016, in Bern 
 
Great Britain:  
Central Caravan & Motorhome Show, 21.01. - 24.01. 2016, in Manchester 
Caravan Camping and Motorhome Show, 23.02. - 28.02. 2016, in Birmingham 
 
Belgium:  
Vakantiesalon 21.01 – 25.01.2016, in Antwerp 
Salon de Vacances 04.02 – 08.02.2016, in Brussels 
Brussels Travel Expo, 09.12 – 10.12.2016, in Brussels 
 
Portugal: Nauticampo, April 2016, in Lisbon 
 
 
F.I.C.C Secretariat 
rue Belliard 20,  
B- 1040 Brussels/Belgium  
Tel: 00.32 2 513.87 82 
Fax:00.32 2 513 87 83 
Email: info@ficc.org 
Website: www.ficc.org 


